IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Unit: 2172 
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Technology Center 2100 

DECLARATION UNDER 37 CFR 1.131 

Michael Georg Pauliks, Michael Lee Bundy, Thomas Robert Ervolina, Darrell Lavern, 
James Kanuch, Amanda Kotecki, Grant Lindsey Mackay, and Sarah Elizabeth Santo declare and 
say that: 

1. We are the inventors of the invention claimed in the above-identified patent 
application. 

2. We conceived in the United States the invention disclosed and claimed in the 
above-identified patent application prior to October 29, 2001 and then worked on diligently 
reducing the invention to practice in the United States prior to October 29, 2001 and further 
diligently reduced the invention to practice in the United States by filing the above-identified 
application. 

3. As evidence in support of this prior conception and reduction to practice, 
submitted herewith is the following evidence of activity done in the United States. 
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(a) Exhibit A is an initial disclosure document submitted prior to October 29, 
2001 to the World Wide Patent Tracking system for the Assignee, International Business 
Machines, Inc. This submission supports conception of the invention prior to October 29, 2001. 

(b) Exhibit B is an email from co-inventor, Michael G. Pauliks to co- 
inventors, acknowledging submission of the invention disclosure and is dated prior to October 
29, 2001. The email further supports conception prior to October 29, 2001. 

(c) With respect to reduction to practice, Exhibit C is a guide used in the 
creation of software code for implementing the invention. Exhibit C predates October 29, 2001. 
Page 5 of the document describes the demand attributes as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 11, 
22, 23, and 32. Page 6 defines priority values as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 1 1, 22, 23, and 
32. 

(d) Also in support of reduction to practice, Exhibit D is a document that 
describes the demand attributes, priority values, rules database, and interactions therebetween in 
support of at least claims 1, 10, 11, 22, 23, and 32. Exhibit D is dated prior to October 29, 2001. 

(e) In further support of reduction to practice, Exhibit E is a Lotus Freelance 
document that predates October 29, 2001. Page 1 of Exhibit E illustrates priority-assignment- 
rules attributes to demand statements as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 11, 22, 23, and 32. 
Page 2 of Exhibit E describes and illustrates the interconnection between the various attributes to 
the priority- assignment-rales table via a ruler component as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 11, 
22, 23, and 32. 

(f) In further support of reduction to practice, Exhibit F is one of several test 
scripts used to test the priority layering functionality of the invention. Exhibit F predates 
October 29, 2001. The applicants submit that, collectively, Exhibits C, D, E, and F clearly 
demonstrate a reduction to practice prior to October 29, 2001. 

4. The undersigned declare that all statements made herein of their own knowledge 
are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the 
like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 101 of Title 18 of 
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the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of this 
application or any patent issuing thereon. 
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(a) fc Exhibit A is an initial disclosure document submitted prior to October 29, 
2001 to the World Wide Patent Tracking system for the Assignee, International Business 
Machines, Inc. This submission supports conception of the invention prior to October 29, 2001 . 

(b) Exhibit B is an email from co-inventor, Michael G. Pauliks to co- 
inventors, acknowledging submission of the invention disclosure and is dated prior to October 
29, 2001 . The email further supports conception prior to October 29, 2001 . 

(c) With respect to reduction to practice, Exhibit C is a guide used in the 
creation of software code for implementing the invention. Exhibit C predates October 29, 2001 . 
Page 5 of the document describes the demand attributes as provided in at least claims 1 , 10, 1 1, 
22, 23 , and 32. Page 6 defines priority values as provided in at least claims 1 , 1 0, 1 1 , 22, 23 , and 
32. 

(d) Also in support of reduction to practice, Exhibit D is a document that 
describes the demand attributes, priority values, rules database, and interactions therebetween in 
support of at least claims 1, 10, 1 1, 22, 23, and 32. Exhibit D is dated prior to October 29, 2001. 

(e) In further support of reduction to practice, Exhibit E is a Lotus Freelance 
document that predates October 29, 2001. Page 1 of Exhibit E illustrates priority-assignment- 
rules attributes to demand statements as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 1 1, 22, 23, and 32. 
Page 2 of Exhibit E describes and illustrates the interconnection between the various attributes to 
the priority-assignment-rules table via a ruler component as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 1 1, 
22, 23, and 32. 

(f) In further support of reduction to practice, Exhibit F is one of several test 
scripts used to test the priority layering functionality of the invention. Exhibit F predates 
October 29, 2001. The applicants submit that, collectively, Exhibits C, D, E, and F clearly 
demonstrate a reduction to practice prior to October 29, 2001 . 

4. The undersigned declare that all statements made herein of their own knowledge 
are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the 
like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 101 of Title 18 of 
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1 . We are the inventors of the invention claimed in the above-identified patent 
application. 

2. We conceived in the United States the invention disclosed and claimed in the 
above-identified patent application prior to October 29, 2001 and then worked on diligently 
reducing the invention to practice in the United States prior to October 29, 2001 and further 
diligently reduced the invention to practice in the United States by filing the above-identified 
application. 

3. As evidence in support of this prior conception and reduction to practice, 
submitted herewith is the following evidence of activity done in the United States. 
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(a) Exhibit A is an initial disclosure document submitted prior to October 29, 
2001 to the World Wide Patent Tracking system for the Assignee, International Business 
Machines, Inc. This submission supports conception of the invention prior to October 29, 2001 . 

(b) Exhibit B is an email from co-inventor, Michael G. Pauliks to co- 
inventors, acknowledging submission of the invention disclosure and is dated prior to October 
29, 2001 . The email further supports conception prior to October 29, 2001 . 

(c) With respect to reduction to practice, Exhibit C is a guide used in the 
creation of software code for implementing the invention. Exhibit C predates October 29, 2001 . 
Page 5 of the document describes the demand attributes as provided in at least claims 1 , 10, 11, 
22, 23, and 32. Page 6 defines priority values as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 1 1, 22, 23, and 
32. 

(d) Also in support of reduction to practice, Exhibit D is a document that 
describes the demand attributes, priority values, rules database, and interactions therebetween in 
support of at least claims 1, 10, 1 1, 22, 23, and 32. Exhibit D is dated prior to October 29, 2001. 

(e) In further support of reduction to practice, Exhibit E is a Lotus Freelance 
document that predates October 29, 2001. Page 1 of Exhibit E illustrates priority-assignment- 
rules attributes to demand statements as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 1 1, 22, 23, and 32. 
Page 2 of Exhibit E describes and illustrates the interconnection between the various attributes to 
the priority-assignment-rules table via a ruler component as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 11, 
22, 23, and 32. 

(f) In further support of reduction to practice, Exhibit F is one of several test 
scripts used to test the priority layering functionality of the invention. Exhibit F predates 
October 29, 2001 . The applicants submit that, collectively, Exhibits C, D, E, and F clearly 
demonstrate a reduction to practice prior to October 29, 2001 . 

4. The undersigned declare that all statements made herein of their own knowledge 
are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the 
like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 101 of Title 18 of 
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1 . We are the inventors of the invention claimed in the above-identified patent 
application. 

2. We conceived in the United States the invention disclosed and claimed in the 
above-identified patent application prior to October 29, 2001 and then worked on diligently 
reducing the invention to practice in the United States prior to October 29, 2001 and further 
diligently reduced the invention to practice in the United States by filing the above-identified 
application. 

3. As evidence in support of this prior conception and reduction to practice, 
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(a) Exhibit A is an initial disclosure document submitted prior to October 29, 
2001 to the World Wide Patent Tracking system for the Assignee, International Business 
Machines, Inc. This submission supports conception of the invention prior to October 29, 200 L 

(b) Exhibit B is an email from co-inventor, Michael G. Pauliks to co- 
inventors, acknowledging submission of the invention disclosure and is dated prior to October 
29, 2001 . The email further supports conception prior to October 29, 2001 . 

(c) With respect to reduction to practice, Exhibit C is a guide used in the 
creation of software code for implementing the invention. Exhibit C predates October 29, 2001. 
Page 5 of the document describes the demand attributes as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 1 1, 
22, 23, and 32. Page 6 defines priority values as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 11, 22, 23, and 
32. 

(d) Also in support of reduction to practice, Exhibit D is a document that 
describes the demand attributes, priority values, rules database, and interactions therebetween in 
support of at least claims 1, 10, 11, 22, 23, and 32. Exhibit D is dated prior to October 29, 2001 . 

(e) In further support of reduction to practice, Exhibit E is a Lotus Freelance 
document that predates October 29, 2001 . Page 1 of Exhibit E illustrates priority-assignment- 
rules attributes to demand statements as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 1 1, 22, 23, and 32. 
Page 2 of Exhibit E describes and illustrates the interconnection between the various attributes to 
the priority-assignment-rules table via a ruler component as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 11, 
22, 23, and 32. 

(f) In further support of reduction to practice, Exhibit F is one of several test 
scripts used to test the priority layering functionality of the invention. Exhibit F predates 
October 29, 2001. The applicants submit that, collectively, Exhibits C, D, E, and F clearly 
demonstrate a reduction to practice prior to October 29, 200 L 

4, The undersigned declare that all statements made herein of their own knowledge 
are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the 
like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 101 of Title 18 of 
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Michael Georg Pauliks, Michael Lee Bundy, Thomas Robert Ervolina, Darrell Lavein, 
James Kanuch, Amanda Kotecki* Grant lindsey Mackay, and Sarah Elizabeth Santo declare and 
say that; 

1 . We are the inventors of the invention claimed in the above-identified patent 
application, 

2. We conceived in the United States the invention disclosed and claimed in the 
above-identified patent application prior to October 29, 2001 and then worked on diligently 
reducing the inyention to practice in the United States prior to October 29, 2001 and further 
diligently reduced the invention to practice in the United States by filing the above-identified 
application. 

3. As evidence in support of this prior conception and reduction to practice, 
submitted herewith is the following evidence of activity done in the United States, 
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(a) Exhibit A is an initial disclosure document submitted prior to October 29, 
2001 to the World Wide Patent Tracking system for the Assignee, International Business 
Machines, Inc. This submission supports conception of the invention prior to October 29, 2001, 

(b) Exhibit B is an email from co-inventor, Michael G. Pauliks to co-inventors, 
acknowledging submission of the invention disclosure and is dated prior to October 29, 2001. 
The email further supports conception prior to October 29, 2001, 

(c) With respect to reduction to practice, Exhibit C is a guide used in the 
creation of software code for implementing the invention. Exhibit C predates October 29, 2001 . 
Page 5 of the document describes the demand attributes as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 11. 
22, 23, and 32. Page 6 defines priority values as provided in at least claims 1. 10, 11, 22, 23, and 
32. 

(d) Also in support of reduction to practice, Exhibit D is a document that 
describes the demand attributes, priority values, rules database, and interactions therebetween in 
support of at least claims 1, 10, 1 1, 22, 23, and 32. Exhibit D is dated prior to October 29, 2001. 

(e) In further support of reduction to practice, Exhibit E is a Lotus Freelance 
document that predates October 29, 2001. Page 1 of Exhibit E illustrates priority-assignment- 
rules attributes to demand statements as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 11, 22, 23, and 32, 
Page 2 of Exhibit E describes and illustrates the interconnection between the various attributes to 
the priority-assignment-mles table via aruler component as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 11, 
22, 23, and 32. 

(f) In further support of reduction to practice, Exhibit F is one of several test 
scripts used to test the priority layering functionality of the invention. Exhibit F predates 
October 29, 2001. The applicants submit that, collectively, Exhibits C, D, E, and F clearly 
demonstrate a reduction to practice prior to October 29, 2001. 

4. The undersigned declare that all statements made herein of their own knowledge 
are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the 
like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 101 of Title 18 of 
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1 . We'are.the inventors:of the inv.entioii claimed in the above-identifiedpatent 
application. 

2. We conceived in the United States the invention disclosed and claimed in the 
above-identified patent application prior to October 29, 2001 and then worked on diligently 
reducing the invention to practice in the United States prior to October 29, 2001 and further 
diligently reduced the invention to practice in the United States by filing the above-identified 
application. 

3. As evidence in support of this prior conception and reduction to practice, 
submitted herewith is the following evidence of activity done in the United States. 
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(a) Exhibit A is an initial disclosure document submitted prior to October 29, 
2001 to the World Wide Patent Tracking system for the Assignee, International Business 
Machines, Inc. This submission supports conception of the invention prior to October 29, 2001. 

(b) Exhibit B is an email from co-inventor, Michael G. Pauliks to co- 
inventors, acknowledging submission of the invention disclosure and is dated prior to October 
29, 2001. The email further supports conception prior to October 29, 2001. 

(c) With respect to reduction to practice, Exhibit C is a guide used in the 
creation of software code for implementing the invention. Exhibit C predates October 29, 2001. 
Page 5 of the document describes the demand attributes as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 11, 
22, 23, and 32. Page 6 defines priority values as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 1 1, 22, 23, and 

32. 

(d) Also in support of reduction to practice, Exhibit D is a document that 
describes the demand attributes, priority values, rules database, and interactions therebetween in 
support of at least claims 1, 10, 11, 22, 23, and 32. Exhibit D is dated prior to October 29, 2001. 

(e) In further support of reduction to practice, Exhibit E is a Lotus Freelance 
document that predates October 29, 2001. Page 1 of Exhibit E illustrates priority-assignment- 
rules attributes to demand statements as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 1 1, 22, 23, and 32. 
Page 2 of Exhibit E describes and illustrates the interconnection between the various attributes to 
the priority-assignment-rules table via a ruler component as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 11, 
22, 23, and 32. 

(f) In further support of reduction to practice, Exhibit F is one of several test 
scripts used to test the priority layering functionality of the invention. Exhibit F predates 
October 29, 2001. The applicants submit that, collectively, Exhibits C, D, E, and F clearly 
demonstrate a reduction to practice prior to October 29, 2001 . 

4. The undersigned declare that all statements made herein of their own knowledge 
are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the 
like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 101 of Title 18 of 
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James Kanuch, Amanda Kotecki, Grant Lindsey Mackay, and Sarah Elizabeth Santo declare and 
say that: 

1 . We are the inventors of the invention claimed in the above-identified patent 
application. 

2. We conceived in the United States the invention disclosed and claimed in the 
above-identified patent application prior to October 29, 2001 and then worked on diligently 
reducing the invention to practice in the United States prior to October 29, 2001 and further 
diligently reduced the invention to practice in the United States by filing the above-identified 
application. 

3. As evidence in support of this prior conception and reduction to practice, 
submitted herewith is the following evidence of activity done in the United States. 
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(a) Exhibit A is an initial disclosure document submitted prior to October 29, 
2001 to the World Wide Patent Tracking system for the Assignee, International Business 
Machines, Inc. This submission supports conception of the invention prior to October 29, 2001. 

(b) Exhibit B is an email from co-inventor, Michael G. Pauliks to co- 
inventors, acknowledging submission of the invention disclosure and is dated prior to October 
29, 2001 . The email further supports conception prior to October 29, 2001 . 

(c) With respect to reduction to practice, Exhibit C is a guide used in the 
creation of software code for implementing the invention. Exhibit C predates October 29, 2001. 
Page 5 of the document describes the demand attributes as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 11, 
22, 23, and 32. Page 6 defines priority values as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 1 1, 22, 23, and 
32. 

(d) Also in support of reduction to practice, Exhibit D is a document that 
describes the demand attributes, priority values, rules database, and interactions therebetween in 
support of at least claims 1, 10, 1 1, 22, 23, and 32. Exhibit D is dated prior to October 29, 2001. 

(e) In further support of reduction to practice, Exhibit E is a Lotus Freelance 
document that predates October 29, 2001. Page 1 of Exhibit E illustrates priority-assignment- 
rules attributes to demand statements as provided in at least claims 1, 10, 1 1, 22, 23, and 32. 
Page 2 of Exhibit E describes and illustrates the interconnection between the various attributes to 
the priority-assignment-rules table via a ruler component as provided in at least claims 1 , 10, 1 1, 
22, 23, and 32. 

(f) In further support of reduction to practice, Exhibit F is one of several test 
scripts used to test the priority layering functionality of the invention. Exhibit F predates 
October 29, 2001 . The applicants submit that, collectively, Exhibits C, D, E, and F clearly 
demonstrate a reduction to practice prior to October 29, 2001 . 

4. The undersigned declare that all statements made herein of their own knowledge 
are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the 
like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 101 of Title 1 8 of 
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